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Life-Threatening Public Policy
An Eight Part Lecture Series
Public policy that has threatened the lives of people with physical and
mental impairments and other devalued people is not a new, or even a
modern concept. However, the legitimizing of methods and policies that
result in the deaths of people in today's world is unprecedented. LifeThreatening Public Policy is an eight part lecture series designed to explore contemporary examples of deathmaking through public policy, to
describe them as a pattern contributing to the vulnerability of people with
impairments, and to call participants to careful reflection and to positive
action. This is a course designed for anyone interested in defending the
lives of people with impairments, especially for those willing to consider
that ours is a society which is prepared to do away with those it devalues.

The Participant in this Series Will be Invited to:
• Appreciate the vulnerability of impaired and devalued people to
having their lives abbreviated
• Consider the connections among all forms of life-threatening
public policy
• Consider examples of means to oppose life-threatening
public policies.
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Who Should Attend
Anyone interested in the lives of devalued people including people with
impairments, elders, family members of human service
recipients, members of citizen boards, legislators, policy makers,
advocates, human service workers and administrators, educators and
friends.

Format:
Jack Yates and Jo Massarelli will provide continuity between sessions, linking the previously presented topics to the next, and giving a sense of the
greater whole as we proceed through the material. Each session will meet
via Zoom for three hours a time. There will be a presentation on a topic,
reflection questions, written assignments and discussion.
The participants will be encouraged to keep a journal on the series. Every
session will begin with a description of how the particular topic relates to
the preceding ones covered in the series. Each presentation will conclude
with a question and discussion period, as well as an offering of some
points for reflection. Sessions will be limited to twenty participants.
There will be four optional discussion periods from noon to one PM for
those wishing to attend on: Monday, February 14, 2022
Wednesday, February 23, 2022
Monday, February 28, 2022
Friday, March 4, 2022
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Session 1: February 8, 2022 from 1:00 to 4:00 Eastern Time
Jack Yates and Jo Massarelli
Welcome

We begin with a proposition that life-threatening public policy is not a new
or even a modern concept, although the methods employed in the last
half of the Twentieth Century and the first part of the Twenty-first are unprecedented. Each example that we offer in this series describes a pattern,
and we further propose that there exists a pattern of the patterns, derived
from a mindset which we will explore.
We will make introductions and explain the goals of the series.

Jack Yates
A Lesson From History: The German Euthanasia Program and
Its Echoes in Our Own Day
This presentation focuses on the “selection” and the systematic killing of

impaired people by the medical establishment in Germany during WW II.
We will examine the origins and conduct of the German “Euthanasia” Program, opposition to it, and its parallels in the eugenics movement in the
USA and Canada, as well as its parallels in contemporary society.
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Session 2: February 10, 2022 from 1:00 to 4:00 Eastern Time
Jo Massarelli
Social Devaluation and the Killing Thought: Common Life
Experiences of Human Service Recipients and How This Contributes to Their Deaths
If one is devalued in our society one is likely to be a recipient of human
services. This, in turn, tends to bring with it patterns of life experience
which are limiting, wounding, and even life threatening. Here we trace the
common "wounding" life experiences of people who are recipients of human services in our culture. Issues raised include how segregation and
congregation can threaten lives. We will discuss the lethal effects of negative imagery, social isolation, and life-wasting inactivity, among other topics. The previous presentation addressed the reality of selection as a tool
of life and death, which begs the question, "selection of whom?" This
week's topic will examine the concept of social devaluation as a broad dynamic in making such a determination. This presentation explores the
question "why do people treat each other so poorly, even to the point of
wishing the other dead?"

Session 3: February 15, 2022 from 1:00 to 4:00 Eastern Time
Bill Forman
The Values of Modernism and the Contemporary
Culture of Death

Public policy does not come out of nowhere. It springs from the values
deeply held in the society in which it operates. This presentation will describe contemporary North American values and how it leads to a mindset
in which some lives are worth more than others. This mindset, whether
conscious or unconscious, gets expressed in actions resulting in the deaths
of people whose lives are deemed less valuable than others.
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Session 4: February 17, 2022 from 1:00 to 4:00 Eastern Time
Marc Tumeinski PhD
Structural Violence in Contemporary Society

The term ‘structural violence’ describes the ways that our social, political,
economic and human service configurations can block relevant responses
to people’s most pressing needs. These patterns of injustice cause great
harm to (vulnerable) people. Structural violence operates continuously, because it gets built into the very makeup of our human service organizations
as well as funding and governing bodies, through laws, policies, and decisions about resource allocation for example. What is even more disturbing
is that human service structural violence operates more or less independently of individual acts of service workers. If we can learn to recognize
this phenomenon of structural violence, however, we can at least build in
safeguards to reduce the likelihood of its devastating consequences on
the most vulnerable.

Session 5: February 22, 2022 from 1:00 to 4:00 Eastern Time
Marc Tumeinski PhD
An Exploration of Violence in Human Service with a
Concentration on Restraint as a Human Service Technique

Although the topic is appreciated by most in terms of harm caused by police, one specific human service practice that is a big contributor to causing harm and even death is the use of restraint as a human service technology. Restraint continues to be accepted, taught & used as a valid human service approach in a wide variety of fields internationally. This lecture
explores the reality of extreme vulnerability of those likely to be restrained,
and it deals with some troubling moral questions raised by the use of restraints in human services.
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Session 6: February 24, 2022 from 1:00 to 4:00 Eastern Time
Jo Massarelli
Materialized Medicine

The field of modern medicine has become a paradox. On the one hand
medicine is known for achievements in life saving treatments, and on the
other hand it is complicit in abbreviating the lives of patients whom it
judges to have a poor quality of life. This presentation will analyze the
concept of "quality of life" and will examine the ways in which current
medical practice has used it to endanger the lives of people through limiting treatment as well as through abortion, psychoactive drugging and vital
organ transplantation.

Session 7: March 1, 2022 from 1:00 to 4:00 Eastern Time
Jo Massarelli and Linda Higgs
Euthanasia versus Good End of Life Care

More and more countries have accepted the proposition that it is permissible, even desirable, to seek medical help to kill suffering patients, and/or
those who anticipate suffering. Good end of life care is in direct opposition
to this mindset. We will explore rationales for each position and describe
practical approaches to caring for people at the end of their lives.
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Session 8: March 3, 2022 from 1:00 to 4:00 Eastern Time
Jack Yates and Jo Massarelli
Conclusion: Standing In Contradiction to the
Culture of Death

In the last session of our series, we will draw together the themes of each
lecture and look for patterns among the patterns: what is really going on
here? Then we will offer suggestions for constructive responses, ways of
standing in contradiction to the life threatening public policies which confront us, including the presentation of examples of people and organizations which have taken such a stand. We will end by evaluating the series
in discussion

About the Presenters:
Jo Massarelli
is Director of the SRV Implementation
Project, a human service training and consultation concern based in Worcester, Massachusetts (USA). She divides her time between teaching Social Role Valorizationbased workshops, and working with families,
human service staff and people with impairments to bring about positive change, one
person at a time. She has taught at workshops and lectured at conferences across the
United States, Canada, Ireland, Australia,
New Zealand and Japan to a variety of human service workers serving a
wide range of people devalued due to mental impairment, mental disorSRV Implementation Project SRV Implementation Project
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der, physical impairment, age (elders), and poverty. Ms. Massarelli has also
evaluated dozens of human service programs for children, adults and elders, including residential, day and work programs, schools, hospice, prisons, and homeless shelters.
Ms. Massarelli has been a teacher closely affiliated with the late
Dr. Wolf Wolfensberger of the Training Institute in Syracuse, New York
(USA) since 1983. She is a member and Senior Trainer of the International
SRV Training, Development and Safeguarding Council. She is involved in
teaching workshops on two crucial topics: how to provide service that is
morally coherent in a dysfunctional human service world, and how to craft
a coherent protective stance in the face of serious societal threats to the
lives of socially devalued people.
Ms. Massarelli has a particular interest in advocacy in medical
settings. She teaches a variety of workshops on protecting vulnerable
people in the hospital, and on medical decision making. She has co-written a manual based on these workshops. She is also a member of the
Medical Safeguards Project, which is a group of nurses and doctors in
Massachusetts who are committed to safeguarding the health and lives of
impaired people with significant medical needs.
Ms. Massarelli serves as a consultant for Family Lives, a program
for children with multiple impairments who require twenty-four hour nursing care. Family Lives is committed to providing the medical support necessary for the children to live at home, and Ms. Massarelli works to assist
family and nurses alike to envision and realize more than the “patient” role
for those served.
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Marc Tumeinski
is the Training Coordinator for The SRV Implementation Project in Worcester, MA (USA).
He helps teach workshops throughout the US
and Canada primarily, all based on the work of
Dr. Wolfensberger of Syracuse University (NY,
USA). As a service worker, he has supported
children and adults with physical and/or intellectual impairments, as well as mental disorder, at home, school and work. As part of this,
Marc has evaluated a variety of services in
North America. He has also helped families
and services think about what might be ideal for someone receiving services, and helped plan how to move towards the ideal.
He has given workshops and spoken at conferences on issues of violence in services, as well as the use of restrictive practices such as restraint,
in the US, Canada, Australia, New Zealand, and the Netherlands. He has
an article on the topic of restraint use published in the February 2005 issue
of Mental Retardation. Marc consults to a group of family members and

human service workers in Ontario (CANADA) who are working to
bring about an end to the use of, and training in, restraints by human services in that province.
Marc is the Editor of The SRV Journal, published twice a year, containing original articles, vignettes, book and film reviews, etc. on topics related
to Social Role Valorization and PASSING. He is a member of the North
American SRV Training, Development and Safeguarding Council.
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Jack Yates
For five decades, Jack Yates has taught service workers and families of people with intellectual impairments. Nearly all of his teaching has been derived from the ideas and
practices of his principle teacher, Dr. Wolf
Wolfensberger.
In addition to teaching and supervising
in staff development roles for state government and non-profit providers, Jack has for over forty years been one of
the team of teachers in the workshops offered by the Syracuse University
Training Institute, founded and led until 2011 by Dr. Wolfensberger. In
those multi-day workshops he has helped teach on topics including the
Principle of Normalization, Social Role Valorization, the History of Human
Services, How to Act With Personal Moral Coherency, the Philosophy of
Personalism, and Crafting a Valid Stance in Defense of the Lives of Vulnerable People. Over the past thirty years, these workshops have been offered in the United States, Canada, and Australia, and in his home state of
Massachusetts Jack has worked very closely with the Social Role Valorization Implementation Project.
Jack has offered his shorter classes scores of times as a guest lecturer
at several universities, and for three years was the teacher for a full course
at the Harvard Divinity School entitled “The Inclusive Community.” Jack
was also a pioneer of person-centered planning, and has conducted such
individual design sessions several hundred times with families and with
service agencies.
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Bill Forman
has worked for almost 40 years, in a variety
of capacities, with or for devalued persons
(mostly those with developmental
disabilities) and their families. He has been a
school teacher, adult educator, advocate
(paid and unpaid), community developer
and human service agency director.
Throughout his tenancy in those roles, he
has been involved with the study and
teaching of Social Role Valorization and
other work of the late Dr. Wolf Wolfensberger.
Bill is a member of the North American Social Role Council, the
Moral Coherency Study Group and he is an Associate of the SRV
Implementation Project. Bill is a founding member of the Alberta
Safeguards Foundation (ASF), a voluntary collective dedicated to
understanding the forces of devaluation and identifying adaptive
responses to such, using the work of Wolf Wolfensberger and others. With
his colleagues in ASF, Bill has been part of organizing and conducting
many training events as part of this effort, including the 2003 International
SRV conference in 2003.
Bill has published in several community newsletters, the International
Journal of Community, Disability and Rehabilitation, and the Social Role
Valorization Journal.
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Linda S. Higgs
Linda has been involved in advocating on behalf
of people with developmental and other
disabilities since the birth of her youngest
daughter, Maria, in 1987. Over the past thirtytwo years she has held a variety of volunteer as
well as paid positions in the area of
developmental disabilities. She has been in her
current position at the WV Developmental
Disabilities Council for the last 20 years where,
among other things, she does policy analysis and
coordinates trainings.
Her areas of interest are those of importance to people with the most
significant disabilities and vulnerabilities, and include health related issues,
services, guardianship issues, and studying and teaching the theory of
Social Role Valorization. Linda has a particular concern about legislation
allowing for physician assisted suicide and means of euthanasia.
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